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In last June, it was reported that Chairman Warren Buffett of Hathaway donated $37　billion to Bill Gates Foundation.  But my story is rather minimal.

In Japan, Fulbright Program is operated by the Fulbright Commission.  The annual budget of the Program is about $5.6 million, not billion.  The Japanese Government funds about $3 million (55%), the U.S. Government $1.7 million (30%) and the Fulbright Foundation $0.7 million (15%) in fiscal 05.

The Fulbright Foundation is authorized as a tax-exempted organization and was established by Fulbright alumni in 1986.

On October 16, beautiful autumn Monday, the 31th Annual Japan-U.S. Fullbright Charity Golf Tournament was held.  Why Charity Golf?  Regardless a good golfer or not, by playing golf, people get to know one another quite well and by paying about $340 fee per a person, though a little bit expensive, a half of the amount automatically becomes the tax-exempted donation to the Fulbright Foundation to be used only for Fulbright Program. 

Two prominent Japanese and American business leaders were appointed as co-chair of

the tournament.  The total amount of the donation by 160 players was about $60,000.

On June 6, Senator Fulbright Centennial Fundraising Campaign launched to seek business sector’s support to the Fulbright Program, under Chairman of the Advisory Council, former Japanese Ambassador to the U.S., Yoshio Okawara, a Fulbright alumni.

More than 30 prominent Japanese and American leaders in business, academia, and politics came together to express their commitment to the fundraising until March 2008

to raise $1.7million (\200 million) for 40 Fulbright grants in coming five years.

The $43,000 (\5 million) donors will enjoy their name being hyphenated with Fulbright Crown Scholarship as Toyota/Fulbright, Mitsubishi/Fulbright and YKK/Fulbright Scholarship.  The news of this fundraising was widely reported by various media.

Originally, who took the leadership of Japanese Fulbright alumni activities?

At the 30th anniversary of Fulbright Program in Japan in 1982, when Senator and Mrs. Fulbright visited Japan, Ms. Caroline A. Matano Yang, then Executive Director of the Commission and Hachiro Koyama, then Chair of Smith Cline Beacham Company worked to organize 9 regional Fulbright alumni associations all over Japan from northern Hokkaido to southern Okinawa.  And they, together with about 20 alumni leaders, started the first fundraising among Fulbright alumni with the target amount of about $430,000 (\50 million).

In 1983 the first fundraising in business sectors launched with the target of $1.7 million 

and two years later almost double amount of the target was collected.  At the peak of the crown scholarship, the number of the hyphenated corporate grants was 25. But in

2005 there were only 3 corporate grants remained, reflecting long stagnated Japanese

economy.

Meanwhile, fundraising among alumni has been carried out successfully in every five years since 1982.  The collected amount of each alumni fundraising were $260,000-400,000.  And now the 6th alumni fund raising is going on simultaneously with the corporate fundraising. 

Those alumni leaders who started Fulbright alumni activities are 10~15 years older than I and many of them are survivors of the Imperial Navy Officers. During the 2nd World War they experienced severe battle against the U.S. Navy and the Air Force on the Pacific.  After the war ended they returned to universities and then, thanks to various assistances by the U.S. such as food and medicine and above all Fulbright Program, they were not only able to study at universities in the U.S. but also warmly accepted in the surrounding communities.  That was surprising to them and so the basic theme of Japanese alumni activities is “return of favor” to American people in the past 60 years.

Now we are going to talk about the best practices manual but I think it is just a prerequisite. Seeing those alumni leaders, more important are “passion” and “continuation”.                                                       Thank you

Q & A:

Q1. Is joining to the Charity Golf limited for Fulbrighters or open to non Fulbrighters?

    Is it possible to enter from abroad?

A. It’s open to non Fulbrighters, non American and non Japanese.  It’s possible to participate form abroad. We particularly welcome ladies’ participation.

Q2. How do you prepare for the golf tournament?

A. In early spring every year, the special staff of the commission starts to prepare for the annual golf tournament and works through the event in autumn.  Firstly, two

prominent Japanese and American business leaders are appointed as co       -chairs.  

Co-chairs and about 20 members of the steering committee get together twice in June and September to talk about the details of the tournament.

On the day of the tournament, about 20 staff of the commission, the foundation and the supporting corporations, all work together such as receptionists, scorers and porters of prizes, etc.

Q3. Is there any constitution or rule for Hyphenated Fulbright Grants?

A. Answered by Ms. Anderson.

(Hyphenated Grants are acceptable as Fulbright name is carried.  Well-known names of corporations are desirable. )  

    　

      　  

