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RENEWING THE FULBRIGHT SPIRIT- COSTA RICA

EVELYN AGUILAR MURILLO

GOOD MORNING:  It is certainly a privilege to be with all of you today.  I want to specially thank Mrs.  Anderson for inviting me to be part of this panel.  I also want to thank my father who traveled halfway around the Globe so that I wouldn’t miss my twin sister so terribly!  Yesterday’s seminar made us all realize the need all Fulbright Chapters have for relevant projects that work and can be accomplished with a low budget.  Projects in which we can have more member participation.  Well, I am thrilled to share with you a MUST DO project that is enlightening, 100% effective and  (you all want to hear this), completely inexpensive.  I am talking about the Fulbright Corner.  This is a project that emerged during a meeting of the Board of Directors in which we were literally banging our heads trying to come up with ideas to get more Fulbrighters involved in the work of the Association.   It seemed as if we had run out of ideas to LURE and (notice that I use the word LURE because that’s exactly what we were trying to do), to LURE them into taking part of our activities.  We reflected on this for a long, long time until we realized that we were going about this in a completely wrong way.  It was not our job to CONVINCE them to be part of this, they had to feel the need to get involved; after all, they were FULBRIGHTERS.  So that’s when it all became clear.  We didn’t need a BAIT, all we needed was to remind Fulbrighters of their roots, remind them of WHO they are……. WHERE they come from……. and WHAT they are called to do.  Let’s renew in each one of them the Fulbright Spirit.  That, we said, will certainly bring them back.  And, it did.  We introduced in our newsletter a space devoted to disseminating Senator Fulbright’s thoughts.  We carefully select special remarks of his that we believe are particularly relevant.  We get these thoughts from interviews, speeches, books that he wrote such as The Price of Empire, and Old Myths, New Realities.  We started with our May Newsletter.  We included one of these thoughts  and asked our readers to reflect on it and send us their comments and… we hoped (rather PRAYED) for the best.  After that issue we held several gatherings in which we informally commented with our members Senator Fulbright’s ideas.   Much to our surprise, we found out that many of these people had little knowledge of how strongly Senator Fulbright felt on issues such as world peace, education and mutual understanding.  The Newsletter’s reflections have revived among those with whom we have had the chance to discuss these issues, their Fulbright PRIDE.  A pride that comes from belonging to a program created by a man that once had the courage to stand before an almost empty Senate to voice his anti-war position.  Each new thought aims at reviving in them that sense of GLOBAL SERVICE and RESPONSIBILITY that Senator Fulbright so deeply upheld.  We MUST never forget our call as FULBRIGHTERS.  When we started this project, we usually had a crowd of 20-25 participants per activity.  As of last week, we had 115 people confirmed for our next event which will be on November 15th where we are going to honor one Costa Rican who represents the Fulbright Ideals to the fullest.  We now have more people willing to contribute than before.  We do realize that this is not a magic wand that will make everything right; but, if we want something to work out and work out well, we have to start with the basics!

Particularly in Costa Rica where I come from, the Fulbright ideals of PEACE and EDUCATION appeal to people.  Like Senator Fulbright, we chose peace over war many years ago.  The legislation for the Fulbright Program was introduced in 1946 and its funding came from leftover war property.  In 1948, Costa Rica abolished the army and invested the money originally-intended for weapons in education.  Today, we have the highest literacy rate in Latin America and one of the highest in the world.  Today the Fulbright Program has had over 290,000 participants from over 140 countries who have had the chance to study, teach and conduct research studies in a foreign country.  As of 2005, Fulbright Alumni had received 35 Nobel Prizes, 65 Pulitzer Prizes, 22 McArthur Foundation “Genius” Awards, and 15 US Presidential Medals of Freedom. 

Senator Fulbright once called this program a MODEST program with an IMMODEST aim.  I know you all agree with me:  “THERE IS NOTHING MODEST about the Fulbright Program or Fulbrighters (and certainly not their EGO!!!) The more you know about the Fulbright IDEALS  the more you want to be part of it.  So let’s make them know.  My recommendation to you today is to call upon our FULBRIGHT DUTY.  As Mrs. Harriet Fulbright once said:  “ Once you have experienced the transformative force of a Fulbright grant, it is important to maintain a commitment to an international outlook for the rest of your life”.

So, let’s remind ourselves and our Chapter members of their Fulbright pride.  We are all proud to be part of Senator Fulbright’s Program and rightfully so.  But, let’s not stop at that.  Let’s present our members with a new challenge.  PROUD TO BE A FULBRIGHTER?   Great!  Now, it’s YOUR TURN TO MAKE SENATOR FULBRIGHT PROUD!!!

THANK YOU

