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I am very happy to be here among so many friends participating in this event.  I have been concerned with preserving and promoting the Fulbright Program for many years and this cause is very dear to me.  I had the good fortune to serve on Senator Fulbright's staff in the Senate for eight years and later was a member of the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board for ten years.  Currently, I serve on the board of the Fulbright Association. 

I want to begin by emphasizing that preserving and promoting the Fulbright Program go hand in hand and we must do both. 

Each country in the Fulbright Program is different in certain respects, but U.S. Congressional appropriations are the base for Fulbright funding and, therefore, especially important.  

Every cause or program needs its champion or champions.  Senator Fulbright was, of course, that champion for this program for  many years.  However, it has been 32 years since he left the U.S. Senate -- more than half the life of the Fulbright program -- and more than a dozen years since he died.  So, in many ways, Fulbrighters -- the beneficiaries, alumni and friends -- have to be the champions.  "We are the champions" is more than just a refrain.  We must be the advocates.  And a major aspect of the Fulbright Association's work is advocacy.

The network of Fulbright alumni and friends has a continuing challenge of preserving and promoting the program.  The Fulbright Association works through its members and chapters.  The Association keeps alumni and friends informed about legislative and policy developments that relate to the Fulbright Program.  

The Association's Advocacy Plus Project, launched this year, is aimed at engaging alumni in personal communication with members of Congress and building support for the Fulbright Program.  Building and maintaining relationships with Congress is vital.

The Association, working through its chapters and members, helps organize visits with members of Congress and/or key staff members.  It is especially important to let members of Congress know that their constituents strongly support Fulbright.  This personal identification is very important and I think that would apply to government officials and policymakers in most countries.  

The Advocacy Plus Project is intended to increase the number of Fulbright alumni and program supporters who are involved in advocacy for the program with members of Congress through their state and district offices.  The Fulbright Association staff is working with alumni and supporters to organize visits to state and district congressional offices and to encourage informed advocacy for the Fulbright Program. 

The Association provides regular updates on our web site about legislative and policy matters pertinent to Fulbright.  There is also information about how to send e-mail messages and other communications to members of Congress, especially at critical junctures in the legislative process.  

These advocacy initiatives are highly important; indeed, they are critical in helping to assure adequate funding for Fulbright.

We can take nothing for granted.  There is no guarantee that such funding will always be there.  We have to remain vigilant.

I will conclude with a couple of important reminders that should guide our efforts, and I believe these are applicable in all of our countries:

*  Develop and build contacts with key officials and policymakers and maintain those contacts.  Express appreciation to them for their continuing support and emphasize to them the value of the Fulbright Program.

*  Keep the Fulbright name out front.  Remember that promotion is an important part of preserving and protecting this program that means so much to us and to the world. 

